JOURNAL OF ARNOLD BENNETT
30 feet long. Sloping floor: Curious the effect of the rail put
in front of the seats, against the walls. Of course it is for the
danseuses to hold on to while they practise their postures. But
it seems as if it was to keep the abonne admirers from touching
the girls. Similar effect to that of the grittes behind which sit
Arabs' whores in Algeria. Eminently suitable to the character
of the room.
Chaliapine was great and profound. Calvo introduced us
afterwards, on the stage. I hate these introductions, but I was
glad to go through the tedium of this one. A very tall man,
with a noble bearing and a fine face. He is undoubtedly a
sublime artist.
Much wandering ajDOut behind scenes after the performance.
Inexpressibly tedious. The Calvos and we had drinks on the
tenasse of Julien's. I was too exhausted to be intelligent.
Bedroom in the hotel where every noise could be heard. Im-
possible to sleep. When I heard an alarm-clock go off in the
midst of these multitudinous sounds, that struck me as that rare
thing, a really "humorous phenomenon.
I was out at 8 a.m. to-day. Certainly what interests me is
organization. Outside the Magasins du Louvre, the despatch of
thousands of parcels in dozens of vans was in full swing. A
great effect. When I returned, in less than an hour, everything
had gone. At 8.25 the interior of the shop was in going order,
and well sprinkled with customers. The employes had a strange
tin-tired air.
I had the good luck to get a first ed. of Becque's " Les Cor--.
beaux " at Stock's for 4 frs. Tresse was the original publisher/
They said it was their last copy. It ought to be fairly rare.
I also bought, what I had been wanting for some weeks,
ForeTs "La Question Sexuelle ". Also an album of Modes,
1830-1870, extremement interessant, and most useful at this exact
moment for '" Old Wives' Tale ".
Wednesday, June loth.
I have now begun upon a modest but regular course of book-
buying, and have worked up quite a pleasure in reading cata-
logues. I read through Gougy's catalogue of more than a 100
pages on Sunday. Also I have got into the way of expecting
books to arrive; when I have ordered a book I am impatient
til it comes, and decidedly disappointed if it doesn't come.
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